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 The Warden 
By Anthony Trollope (1815-1882) 

Amongst the great popular novelists of the nineteenth century who are still read today, Anthony Trollope stands 
alongside his contemporary, Charles Dickens. His two series of novels, the political (The Pallisers) and the clerical 
(The Barsetshire Chronicles) are the best known. This book is the first of the Barsetshire series and was also 
Trollope’s first really successful novel. 

In the mid nineteenth century there were a number of financial scandals in the Church of England including 
those of Rochester, where the endowments which should have supported the King’s School Canterbury had been 
diverted to the Dean and Chapter; and of the hospital of St Cross at Winchester where the Rev. Francis North, 
later the Earl of Guildford, had been appointed to the mastership of the hospital by his father the bishop. The 
revenues of the hospital were very considerable, the work involved minimal. The scandal soon broke. 

Trollope based ‘The Warden’ on the St Cross case, but in the novel the Warden is a kindly, devoted, priest, 
beloved by all that knew him and is racked by fear that he is accepting money to which he is not entitled. His 
antagonist is his prospective son-in-law John Bold and his (somewhat unwelcome) ally is one of Trollope’s 
strongest characters, the Archdeacon of Barchester, Dr. Theophilus Grantly. (summary by Andy Minter) 

Novels in the series: 
1-The Warden 
2-Barchester Towers 
3-Doctor Thorne 
4-Framley Parsonage 
5-The Small House at Allington 
6-The Last Chronicle of Barset 

Read by Andy Minter, Kara Shallenberg, Kristin Luoma, Chip, AliceG, a.r.dobbs san francisco, & Mike Gardom. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover pictures by John Singer Sargent (1912). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s 
life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  
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